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Not surprisingly, more than two dozen Chaplin titles have already been published on DVD. Their quality
is, like the weather, variable. The 2003 publication of the massive two-volume The Chaplin Collection by
MK2 (the prodigious French producer Marin Karmitz) and Warner Brothers, is what film lovers have been
waiting for: a virtually complete collection of Chaplin’s features (only the 1967 A Countess from Hong Kong
is not included) on a high-quality digital transfer from the Chaplin family film vault.
Chaplin enthusiasts will be happy to savour also the elusive ”silent” 1925 version of The Gold Rush pub-
lished with the 1942 sound-added version, in which Chaplin replaced the intertitles with his own voice-over
commentary - one of the few professional mistakes of the great master’s long career. The Chaplin Revue
disc samples seven of his short classics, including A Dog’s Life, Shoulder Arms, and Pay Day.
The plethora of added-on material includes Richard Schickel’s 132-minute documentary Charlie: The Life
and Times of Charles Chaplin (2003) with contributions from a pleiad of famous film personalities; a few
home movies from the archives of Lord Mountbatten, numerous documentaries, newsreels, photos, and much
more.
Figure 1: THE CHAPLIN COLLECTION vol. 1 & 2 (20 DVDs) ¶ NTSC, Reg. 1 ¶ MK2 S.A. and Warner
Brothers, 2003 ¶ USD 189.84 (list, both volumes) ¶ Available individually. Discounts
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